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field. “Partial-birth” is not a medical term, in-
stead it is a vague political term designed to
inflame this debate, and outlaw abortions
throughout pregnancy.

During the hearings for this legislation in
March, Dr. Anne R. Davis testified 90 percent
of abortions are conducted during the first tri-
mester. | refuse to believe this legislation pro-
posed six times in the past eight years is to
ban only 10 percent of abortions. | stand with
over 17 organizations of dedicated and re-
spected medical professionals, three state ref-
erendums, and a Nebraska Supreme Court, all
of whom oppose this unconstitutional and dan-
gerous legislation that must not be passed.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID
MINCBERG

HON. CHRIS BELL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
David Mincberg on the occasion of his being
named the recipient of the 2003 Max H. Na-
than Award by the Houston chapter of the
American Jewish Committee. The Max H. Na-
than Award is presented annually to an indi-
vidual who has performed most meritoriously
in the cause of human relations and who ex-
emplifies the finest traditions of his heritage.
This individual must be dedicated in his serv-
ice to the community.

David Mincberg epitomizes the qualities the
American Jewish Committee recognizes each
year with this award. Mr. Mincberg has spent
his life enriching the Jewish community. He
began his service to the community as a stu-
dent at Bellaire High School where he served
as president of the Houston Jewish Commu-
nity Center Youth Council. At the University of
Texas, he demonstrated his leadership quali-
ties during his tenure as president of the Friar
Society.

After graduating from law school, Mr.
Mincberg continued his dedication to humani-
tarianism as evidenced by his volunteer work
on the boards of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Houston, the American Jewish Com-
mittee and the Jewish Family Service Founda-
tion where he served as board chairman.

Mr. Mincberg was a founder and the first
president of Southwest Houston 2000 Inc., a
forum for improving the quality of life for all
people living in southwest Houston. He served
as chairman of the Harris County Democratic
Party from 1994 to 1998. From 1988 to 1991,
he served as president of the American Jew-
ish Committee. During his term as president,
he made a lasting impact on American plu-
ralism and the quality of life in the community.
Mr. Mincberg currently serves on the boards
of Planned Parenthood and the Houston Mu-
seum of Natural Science.

Mr. Mincberg is owner and president of
Flagship Properties Corporation, one of the
largest privately held multifamily residential
companies in Texas. He takes great pride in
providing employment to over 600 people of
diverse backgrounds.

David Mincberg is married to Lainie Gordon.
They are the proud parents of five children.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
David Mincberg on his many years of excep-
tional service to the Jewish community.
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A TRIBUTE TO REGINA COLEY
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Regina Coley Carter in recognition of her dedi-
cation to her community in personal and pro-
fessional life, and her commitment to reducing
drug use among youths.

Regina Coley is the fourth of eleven chil-
dren. She was educated in the New York City
public school system, and later, attended
Hunter College in pursuit of a nursing career.
Currently, she is attending John Jay College.

A mother of three children, Regina is a
member of the Brownsville Community Baptist
Church. As a church member, she participates
in the Concert Choir and the Willing Workers.
She is a football mom for the Pop Warner
State Championship Team, and the Mo Better
Jaguars of the East New York/Brownsville
area.

Regina has worked for the New York City
Police Department for the past twenty-three
years. She served as a civilian employee for
five and a half years when she decided that
that would be an effective police officer. In
1986, she passed the police exam and be-
came a police officer. Regina is currently one
of two community affairs officers in the 75th
Precinct.

Regina enjoys sports, reading, travel, and
working with the community. She has received
numerous awards for community service, often
working with elected officials, community
based organizations, schools, and churches in
the East New York Community. She helps or-
ganize parades, demonstrations, rallies, street
festivals, and various community events. Re-
gina has also worked with the United States
Attorney’s office as a coordinator for the youth
program Drug Education For Youth (D.E.F.Y).

Regina has a strong concern for the com-
munity and youth of East New York and
Brownsville. She has become a mentor
through various community youth programs
and is presently mentoring young people in
East New York.

Mr. Speaker, Regina Coley is committed to
improving the lives of those in her community
through a wide range of efforts. As such, she
is more than worthy of receiving our recogni-
tion today and | urge my colleagues to join me
in honoring this truly remarkable person.

POLAND’S REFERENDUM

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
more than 111,000 constituents of Polish de-
scent, | rise to congratulate the Republic of
Poland for its historic and overwhelming vote
yesterday in favor of joining the European
Union next May.

For centuries Polish greats like Copernicus,
Frederick Chopin, and Madame Curie have
contributed significant economic, cultural and
social diversity to Europe. As the first nation to
have a written constitution in Europe, Poland
is a shining example of democracy triumphing
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over four decades of communist rule. Its mod-
ernization is described most meaningfully by
its current President, Aleksander Kwasniewski,
stated, “The transformation in Poland
launched after the historic breakthrough in
1989 consists not only in reform of the econ-
omy but also in opening up to the world.
Openness is the historical tradition of Poland

. . We are thinking not only of the benefits
we will gain from accession to the European
Union. We are also aware of the obligations
incumbent upon us from our role in the unifi-
cation of the continent.”

That 78 percent of Poland’s population
voted for unification is a giant step toward ad-
vancing democratic progress and prosperity to
its 38 million people. Its integration into the EU
assures that it can assume a strong leader-
ship role in promoting important ethnic, social
and cultural diversity to the global community.
In exchange, Poland will benefit economically
and politically from the standards and exam-
ples set by the other modern EU democracies.

Mr. Speaker, Poland’s accomplishments
over the past 14 years since communism fell
shows great promise for continued openness
and solidarity in the years ahead. The United
States should recognize Poland’s tremendous
achievement in clearing the way for EU mem-
bership. We should also express continued
gratitude for its contributions to the global war
against terror and its 200 troops during Oper-
ation Iragi Freedom. We deeply value our
friendship and commitment to strong security,
diplomatic and economic ties with Poland and
will continue to express our hope that the an-
ticipated ratification of EU membership by May
of 2004 remains on schedule.

——————

HONORING RICHARD NUGENT, THE
BRADDOCK DISTRICT COUNCIL
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to honor
Richard Nugent as the Braddock District
Council Citizen of the Year.

Although Mr. Nugent can boast many civic
contributions, the most dramatic impact he has
had on his community is his active participa-
tion in charitable organizations in the Brad-
dock district, Fairfax County and beyond.

Richard is a regular volunteer at the North-
ern Virginia Training Center, assisting with
field trips for residents. Through the Church of
the Good Shepard, he has organized the de-
livery of birthday cakes and Christmas boxes
to residents of NVTC. He is also an active
participant in the interfaith service organiza-
tions F.I.S.H. and F.A.C.E.T., delivering meals
and other needs to the less fortunate.

Through his church, Mr. Nugent's service
extends also to the national organization
“Habitat for Humanity.” In addition to assisting
at a local Habitat worksite, he also raised
$3,200 through Christmas tree sales for that
organization.

Under the aegis of his church, Mr. Nugent
regularly delivers clothing, books and school
supplies to an Appalachian town in West Vir-
ginia. Extending his commitment to service
even farther, he has traveled to Honduras the




June 10, 2003

last two years to assist in building houses and
schools as part of a church mission project.

In addition to these charitable pursuits,
Richard has served in the all-volunteer Coast
Guard Auxiliary for the last three years and is
presently the Flotila Commander. Mr. Nugent
teaches boating safety classes, conducts rec-
reational boat safety checks, and participates
in safety and security patrols on the Potomac
River and Chesapeake Bay. Mr. Nugent has
also served his immediate neighborhood as a
Board officer of the Somerset South Home-
owner’s Association for the last ten years.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, it is with great
pleasure that we extend this recognition to Mr.
Richard Nugent. His notable contribution to his
community deserves to be commended, and
we call upon all of our colleagues in joining us
to applaud Mr. Nugent for all of his accom-
plishments.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES TIDWELL

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. Charles
Tidwell who died a few days ago after having
spent a lifetime of being a good husband, a
good father, a good neighbor, a good citizen
and a good friend.

Mr. Tidwell was what we would call an ordi-
nary man, ordinary in that he owned his own
business, an ordinary business, he was a self-
employed plumber, who for many years
worked every day. He was a welcomed sight;
people often looked forward to him coming be-
cause he generally represented relief, a man
who knew how to do what he could and do it
well.

Mr. Tidwell was ordinary but he was also
unordinary, unordinary because he and his
wife were intimately connected to their com-
munity, actively involved in their church, ac-
tively involved in the civic affairs of their com-
munity and actively involved in politics or pub-
lic policy decision-making. The Tidwell home
was oftentimes the place where block club
meetings were held, political candidates came
and problem solving discussions were held
and of course, Mrs. Tidwell generally found a
way to have some fried chicken, cake, potato
salad, potato pie or whatever she decided to
cook. In reality the Tidwells represent the best
among us and we're going to miss Mr. Tidwell,
a good son, a good husband, a good father,
a good neighbor, a good citizen, a good Amer-
ican. May his soul rest in peace.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT
REVEREND CLAUDE E. PAYNE,
BISHOP

HON. CHRIS BELL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
Right Reverend Claude E. Payne, bishop of
Texas on the occasion of his retirement from
the Episcopal Church. He will be celebrating
his retirement June 27, 2003.
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For many years, Bishop Payne has been a
pillar of the Texas community. After graduating
with a chemical engineering degree from Rice
University, Bishop Payne went on to earn a
Masters and Doctor of Divinity from the
Church Divinity School of the Pacific. Prior to
his election as seventh bishop of Texas,
Bishop Payne was rector of one of the largest
churches in the Texas diocese, St. Martin’s in
Houston. He has also served at St. Mark’s in
Beaumont as well as St. Mark’s in Houston. In
June of 1993, the Right Reverend Payne was
elected to bishop of the Episcopal Church. In
1995, he became a diocesan bishop for
Texas.

Since that time Bishop Payne has worked
unceasingly to reach people without a church
home. His vision of doubling the size of the di-
ocese to 200,000 parishioners by 2005 is truly
a miraculous goal; hence the diocese views
itself as “a community of miraculous expecta-
tions.”

During Bishop Payne’s episcopacy, the dio-
cese built the first new church for a Spanish-
speaking congregation in the United States,
built seven new churches in Houston and Aus-
tin and restarted numerous others. Member-
ship has increased by 10,000 and more impor-
tantly, average Sunday attendance has in-
creased by more than 18.7 percent.

Under the bishop’s leadership, approxi-
mately $50 million has been granted by the
Episcopal Health Charities for community out-
reach programs. These grants helped to pro-
vide fully equipped mobile clinics: one for at-
risk youth living on the streets of Houston and
another for Matagorda County, an area pro-
foundly under-served in health care.

Bishop Payne was also instrumental in the
expansion and renovation of Camp Allen, a
camp and conference center. The renovation
includes a new 1200 seat chapel and a 70-
acre lake. Camp Allen provides recreational
facilities for church members as well as sec-
ular groups from the surrounding area.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
Bishop Payne on his many years of excep-
tional service to the Episcopal Church and the
diocese of Texas. | applaud his leadership in
the development and enhancement of his
community.

A TRIBUTE TO VON R. HUNT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Von R. Hunt in recognition of his commitment
to his community.

Von Renneslerr Hunt was born in Colon,
Republic of Panama. He graduated from the
Canal Zone Rainbow High School, Amador
Guerero Spanish School and the Baptist
Academy.

Von was a professional sign painter in Pan-
ama, working for various agencies of the
Canal Zone. He also played music profes-
sionally and played with his own trio band
throughout Panama.

After 20 years of service with the Panama
Canal Zone, he immigrated to the United
States in 1965. In New York City, he worked
on Wall Street for the Moore McCormack
Steamship Company, Dreyfuss Stock Ex-
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change, and the Royal Globe Insurance Com-
pany. He retired from Royal Globe Insurance
Company after 25 years of service. At the time
of his retirement, he was working in the Com-
puter Networks Department.

When he retired, Von resumed his music
career. He began playing for big Latin bands
like Machito, Joe Valle, Vicentico Alarez, and
the Oriental Cubana. However, he eventually
retired from his musical career and returned to
the business work. Presently, he works for
Amsco School Publications as a senior ac-
counts receivable clerk.

Von has a remarkable spirit of giving and
caring. He is a respectable and gentle indi-
vidual. He will lend a helping hand to anyone
in need. It is often said about Von that “to
know him is to love him.” He is a member of
Community Board 13 in Queens, a member of
St. Clare’s Catholic Church, and a proud
member for Congressman TOWNS’ constituent
support group.

Von is married to Teresa Johnson-Hunt, and
they are the proud parents of five children and
six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Von R. Hunt is committed to
assisting his fellow community members. As
such, he is more than worthy of receiving our
recognition today and | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring this truly remarkable per-
son.

———————

HONORING PEACE OFFICERS
MEMORIAL DAY

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, every city
block and every country road across this
country is protected by potential heroes. But
police officers like my Uncle Les of the Chi-
cago Police Department, firefighters, and other
officers of peace don the mantle of heroism
every day, and are prepared to respond not
only to forces of nature or forces of man, but
also to forces of evil, like that which brought
down the World Trade Towers and tore into
the Pentagon.

Peace officers are very real heroes, and
must be honored as such. At risk to their own
personal safety, peace officers put themselves
between danger and the people they protect.
Last year, more than 147 peace officers were
killed in the line of duty during 2002, and the
previous year 230 officers were killed, includ-
ing 72 officers in the September 11th terrorist
attacks. We will never know the number of
lives that were spared because they gave their
own.

Too often round-the-clock news shows, tele-
vision talk programs and supermarket tabloids
elevate the frivolous to the famous, and blur
the difference between the noble and the no-
torious. We must honor real heroes in a
meaningful manner.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting the President’s proclamation
designating May 15 as Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day.
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